CHAPTER 21 
Toward Empire, 1865–1902

Focus Questions
21.1
Why did Americans look outward in the last half of the nineteenth century?

21.2
What were the causes and results of the war with Spain?

21.3
What were the various viewpoints about the acquisition of empire after the war with Spain?
21.4
In what respects was the United States an imperial power in the late nineteenth century?
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Chapter Summary
Introduction: Roosevelt and the Rough Riders 

The band of volunteers raised by Teddy Roosevelt for service in the war with Spain typified the kind of American who won an empire and held it by force. They were a mixed bag of Ivy League athletes and western frontiersmen, eager for war.
21.1 America Looks Outward 

Why did Americans look outward in the last half of the nineteenth century?

America had always expanded, but expansion during the 1890s had several novel aspects. The United States now took strategically placed islands that were never intended to become more than colonies. 

21.1.1 Catching the Spirit of Empire: For generations, Americans had looked inward, but by the 1870s there was a stirring of interest in areas beyond the boundaries of the United States. Americans shifted from a sense of isolationism to internationalism, and, while they desired to expand, they were not necessarily interested in imperialism.
21.1.2 Reasons for Expansion: As the frontier receded, some Americans thought it would be necessary to expand abroad, especially in order to gain markets in Latin America, Asia, and Africa. Competition with European countries fueled America’s drive toward imperialism. The popularity of evolutionary ideas also encouraged expansion, because these ideas taught Americans to view native peoples elsewhere as children in need of guidance. The missionary spirit was still strong, as illustrated by the popularity of Josiah Strong’s book Our Country (1885). 
21.1.3 Foreign Policy Approaches: 1867–1900: In the last half of the nineteenth century, the United States used a variety of foreign policy approaches in different areas of the world. With Europe the United States focused on promoting trade and avoiding entanglements, while in North and South America the policy was based on the Monroe Doctrine. The Pacific was seen as a gateway to Asian trade. Under the leadership of Secretary of State William Seward, the United States acquired Alaska. During this period, American foreign policy was especially successful at eroding European influence in Latin America. The United States intervened on the side of Venezuela against Great Britain in a debt dispute and diverted Latin American trade from Europe through a series of reciprocity treaties. 

21.1.4 The Lure of Hawaii: Hawaii was a natural way-station between the United States and Asia and therefore attracted American attention. A large colony of Americans was already in Hawaii when, in 1875, the United States bound the islands more closely by granting Hawaiian sugar free entry into the United States. This arrangement ended, however, with the McKinley Tariff of 1890. Hawaii suffered an economic slump, and its queen, Liliuokalani, proclaimed measures to lessen the influence of the Americans in Hawaii. American settlers pulled off a coup and asked for annexation to the United States. In Congress, anticolonial sentiment was strong enough to block annexation until 1898, when Hawaii was made an American possession in the midst of the excitement over the Spanish-American War. 
21.1.5 The New Navy: In the 1880s the United States had to rebuild its navy almost from scratch. In a series of influential books, Alfred Mahan argued that industrialism produced vast surpluses of agricultural and manufactured goods that needed markets. Markets involved distant ports requiring a large merchant marine and a strong navy. Mahan warned that America was in competition with strong European states. Benjamin Tracy, who became secretary of the navy in 1889, supervised a program of naval construction that began to give the United States an offensive capability at sea. 

21.2 War with Spain 

What were the causes and results of the war with Spain?

The victory over Spain in 1898 bolstered national confidence, but the results of the war—colonies and imperial responsibilities—disturbed many citizens and affected later foreign policy. 
21.2.1 A War for Principle: In February 1895 another in a recurring series of rebellions broke out in Cuba. As Spanish tactics to suppress the rebellion became more brutal, American public opinion, stimulated by the “yellow press,” increasingly favored Cuban independence. While sympathetic to the insurgents, President McKinley hoped to keep the United States out of a war with Spain. The Spanish government made some concessions to McKinley but resisted movement toward Cuban independence. The crisis intensified in February 1898, when the battleship Maine blew up in Havana harbor. The explosion was most likely an accident, but most Americans blamed the Spanish. To pressure Spain and to prepare for war, McKinley asked for and received a $50 million military appropriation. Spain, however, remained steadfastly opposed to Cuban independence. In April 11, 1898, President McKinley asked Congress for authority to send American troops to Cuba. On April 19, Congress passed a joint resolution declaring Cuba independent and authorizing the president to use the American army and navy to expel the Spanish from Cuba. In an amendment to the resolution, called the Teller Amendment, the United States promised not to annex Cuba. On April 25, when diplomatic channels had obviously failed, the United States declared war. 
21.2.2 Past and Present: Wars for Human Rights?: Although other forces may have played some part, it was American concern for the Cuban people that led the United States to declare war on Spain in the Spanish-American War. The issue of human rights, in some form, has been the motive for America’s entry into additional wars over time, up to and including the twenty-first century.
21.2.3 The Spanish-American War: The war was won in only ten weeks. Americans responded enthusiastically to the call to arms, but the small regular army was ill-prepared for rapid mobilization. Most soldiers fought in National Guard units, which often retained the flavor of the small-town communities from which they were raised. Supplies proved to be a problem, as did tropical diseases, which took out many soldiers. 
21.2.4 African American Soldiers in the War: African Americans served both in the regular army and as volunteers. Most of these troops came from the West and were shocked to discover the segregation that was common in the South. Their presence in the camps and staging areas in the South led to a number of incidents in which the black troops refused to accept the separation. During the fighting itself, segregation was often abandoned by necessity, and many African Americans distinguished themselves. 

21.2.5 The Course of the War: Mahan’s Naval War College had developed a strategy for war with Spain several years earlier, and the army and navy met to plan together. Almost as soon as war was declared, Commodore George Dewey crushed the Spanish fleet at Manila Bay. The United States suddenly realized that the Philippines were now open for occupation and hurriedly sent an expeditionary force. In June 1898, the United States invaded Cuba and, after tough fighting, laid siege to Santiago. After a Spanish attempt to escape by sea was defeated, the Spanish forces surrendered. American troops also occupied Puerto Rico. 

21.3 Acquisition of Empire 

What were the various viewpoints about the acquisition of empire after the war with Spain?

The war ended formally in December 1898 when representatives of the United States and Spain met at Paris to negotiate a peace treaty. The United States insisted on independence for Cuba but was determined to take Puerto Rico and Guam for itself. The great problem was the Philippine Islands, where an independence movement had already begun. After weighing the alternatives, President McKinley decided the United States should take the Philippines.

21.3.1 The Treaty of Paris Debate: The annexation of the Philippines aroused a storm of protest by labor unions, which feared a flood of cheap labor; by racists, who objected to the inclusion of people of color into the country; and by many others, who did not want the United States to become a colonial power. Opponents formed the Anti-Imperialist League to fight the treaty, but the Senate ratified it in 1899.
21.3.2 Guerrilla Warfare in the Philippines: Occupation of the Philippines involved the United States in a three-year struggle against insurgents, led by Emilio Aguinaldo, who wanted independence. The guerrilla war eased when, in 1901, the United States replaced military rule with a civil administration. Local self-government was allowed, and the United States established a schedule for full independence, which finally came to the Philippines on July 4, 1946. 
21.3.3 The Open Door: In March 1900, the United States announced that the Open Door Policy would regulate relations with China. This meant that no European nation should carve out a sphere of influence in China and exclude others from trading in the area; however, most foreign nations did not agree to the policy officially.

21.4 Charting the Past: Acquisition of an Empire

In what respects was the United States an imperial power in the late nineteenth century?
The United States began looking beyond its borders for territories that would be useful for both military and economic purposes.
21.4.1 America Looks to the Pacific: Looking for additional markets for American goods, the United States cast its eyes toward Asia. Colonies could serve as markets but were also useful as naval bases and coaling stations for America’s growing navy. As the United States became a world power, a strong navy was seen as a necessity to protect national interests and preserve power.
21.4.2 Hawaii: The Impact of the American Presence: Hawaii was seen as a valuable addition to the United States, both for the export of sugar and as a strategic military position in the middle of the Pacific Ocean. The white Americans living there, backed by the U.S. military, eventually overthrew Hawaii’s queen, and the island was annexed under President McKinley in 1898.
21.4.3 America’s Island Empire: Cuba’s attempt to rebel against its Spanish rulers led Americans to support U.S. military intervention. As the Spanish-American War ended, the United States gained Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines from the Spanish and left Cuba in the American sphere of influence. The Anti-Imperialist League rose up in protest of U.S. expansion.
Conclusion: Outcome of the War with Spain 

The Spanish-American War had various results: It paved the road to the White House for Teddy Roosevelt; it reunited North and South to the detriment of American blacks; and it confirmed the Republicans as the majority party. It also made it necessary to station American soldiers outside the country. 

Key Terms

21.1

· isolationism: A belief that the United States should avoid entanglements with other nations.

· imperialism: The policy of extending a nation’s power over other areas through military conquest, economic domination, or annexation.

21.2

· yellow journalism: To sell newspapers before and during the Spanish-American War, publishers William Randolph Hearst and Joseph Pulitzer engaged in blatant sensationalization of the news, which became known as “yellow journalism.” Although it did not cause the war, it helped turn U.S. public opinion against Spain.
· Teller Amendment: In this amendment to the declaration of war on Spain in 1898, the United States pledged that it did not intend to annex Cuba and that it would recognize Cuban independence after the Spanish-American War.
21.3

· Treaty of Paris: Treaty in December 1898 ending the Spanish-American War. Under its terms, Spain recognized Cuba’s independence, assumed the Cuban debt, and ceded Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines to the United States.

· Anti-Imperialist League: An organization formed in 1898 to fight the Treaty of Paris ending the Spanish-American War. Members opposed acquiring overseas colonies, believing it would subvert American ideals and institutions. Membership centered in New England; the cause was less popular in the South and West.
· Philippine-American War: A war fought from 1899 to 1902 to quell Filipino resistance to U.S. control of the Philippine Islands.

· Open Door Policy: This policy established free trade between the United States and China in 1900 and attempted to induce European nations and Japan to recognize the territorial integrity of China. It marked a departure from the American tradition of isolationism and signaled the country’s growing involvement in the world.
Shared Writing and Journal Prompts
21.1 America Looks Outward 

Why did Americans look outward in the last half of the nineteenth century?

In the late nineteenth century, Americans increasingly looked overseas, influenced by the example of other nations and confidence in what their country could offer other peoples, including Christianity, commerce, and American values. Policymakers were sure that the nation needed a navy, colonial outposts, foreign markets, and a new foreign policy.

21.2 War with Spain 

What were the causes and results of the war with Spain?

In 1898, the United States fought a war with Spain, which resulted in a fairly quick victory and enormous changes for American society, including a larger military, an increased role for the federal government in American life, the acquisition of colonies, and increased power for the presidency.
Past and Present: Wars for Human Rights?
How have concerns about human rights influenced American thinking about the world?

A concern about the treatment of the Cuban people by Spanish colonial rulers was one of the reasons Americans began the Spanish-American War in the late nineteenth century. America’s defense of human rights also influenced decisions to get involved in Korea, Vietnam, Kuwait, the Balkans, and Syria in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. The thinking that other countries should support basic human rights around the world led the United Nations to adopt a declaration of human rights, which was signed by the United States.
Shared Writing

Would you volunteer to fight a war for human rights?

Answers will vary, but here is one possible response: Although there are many reasons to fight a war, protecting the rights of other people unable to protect themselves is one of the most admirable, demonstrating a compassion for others. However, it is always preferable to search for a nonviolent method of solving conflicts.
21.3 Acquisition of Empire 

What were the various viewpoints about the acquisition of empire after the war with Spain?

In the peace treaty ending the war with Spain, the United States acquired a new empire, including Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines. For the first time, the United States owned territories overseas, territories to which it did not intend to grant statehood. That, together with historical, racial, and other arguments, caused a debate between those in favor and those opposing the new colonies. Adding to the furor was the outbreak of warfare between American troops and Filipino insurgents in the Philippines.

21.4 Charting the Past: Acquisition of an Empire

In what respects was the United States an imperial power in the late nineteenth century?

The United States became an imperial power as it expanded its global influence and gained various territories beyond the shores of the North American continent. America wanted to expand trade into the valuable Asian market, gain colonies, and expand the navy. The largest areas to fall sway to America’s influence included Hawaii and the Philippines, but many smaller locations also came under U.S. control, such as Guam.
Class Activities
1. Yellow Journalism: Assign two student each of the events in the chapter and have them both write a one- to two-paragraph article about the event, with one student using the sensationalist reporting style known as yellow journalism and the other student using an objective style of reporting that focuses on the facts. Have the two students compare their reports and decide which one would be most similar to the news style of today.
2. Cartoon Timeline: Assign small groups of two to three students an event from the career of Theodore Roosevelt, with a focus on events related to foreign affairs. Have students illustrate the event and write a short caption that includes the date. Display the best of the cartoons in a timeline on the wall. Events might include the following: serving as assistant secretary of the navy, leading the Rough Riders up San Juan Hill during the Spanish-American War, becoming president on the assassination of President McKinley, building the Panama Canal, negotiating peace between Japan and Russia, winning the Nobel Peace Prize, sending the Great White Fleet on a world tour, developing the Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine, and intervening in the Dominican Republic.
3. Reasons for Imperialism: Place students in small groups of two to three students. Give each group one of the images or documents found in Charting the Past: Acquisition of an Empire, which appears only in Revel. Direct students to analyze the item’s source to determine what it reveals about Americans’ beliefs about imperialism in the time period. Afterward, conduct a class discussion about which reason for imperialism seemed most compelling based on the documents.
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