CHAPTER 28 

The Onset of the Cold War, 1945–1960

Focus Questions
28.1
How did the Cold War begin?

28.2
What was containment, and why was it adopted?

28.3
How did the Cold War expand from Europe to Asia?

28.4
How did the Cold War affect life in America?
28.5
How did the geopolitics of the Cold War transform a civil war in the Korean Peninsula into an international war?
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Chapter Summary
Introduction: The Potsdam Summit 

The Potsdam Conference was a meeting between Harry Truman, Joseph Stalin, and Winston Churchill—later replaced by a new prime minister, Clement Attlee—just after the defeat of Germany in World War II. Truman and Stalin quickly clashed over the fate of postwar Germany, a presage of the conflict to come between the United States and the Soviet Union. 

28.1 The Cold War Begins 

The Cold War developed gradually when the United States and the Soviet Union failed to resolve differences over the division of Europe and the atomic bomb. 

28.1.1 The Division of Europe: The Soviet Union and the United States disagreed over control of postwar Europe. As the war was ending, Russian troops occupied Eastern Europe and American troops occupied Western Europe. The Soviet Union, which was concerned about national security, was determined to establish loyal regimes in Eastern Europe. The United States wanted to uphold the principle of national self-determination through free elections throughout Europe. As postwar Germany was divided into occupied zones, Stalin converted Eastern Europe into a system of satellite nations.
28.1.2 The Atomic Dilemma: The most crucial postwar question concerned the atomic bomb. When the Russians discovered that the United States and England were working secretly on the bomb, Stalin ordered his scientists to start work on the same weapon. After the war, the United States proposed a gradual elimination of all nuclear weapons, but the Baruch Plan would have preserved the U.S. atomic monopoly for years. The Soviet Union, with a larger conventional army than that of the United States, proposed the immediate abolition of all atomic weapons. No agreement about atomic weapons was made between the two powers.
28.2 Containment 

Hoping to take England’s place as the arbiter of world affairs, the United States decided to deal with the Soviet Union from a position of strength. The resulting policy was called “containment.” 

28.2.1 The Truman Doctrine: The first application of the containment policy came in 1947, when Truman asked Congress to supply funds to keep Greece and Turkey from falling under Communist influence. The Truman Doctrine placed the United States on a collision course with the Soviet Union. 

28.2.2 Past and Present: America’s Purpose: During the Cold War, America focused on countering Soviet military power and Communist influence. After the Cold War, America questioned its role in the world, as none of its more recent foreign military actions represented an explicit danger to American security. Some Americans missed the clarity of the Cold War era.
28.2.3 The Marshall Plan: The United States acted to prevent the spread of Communist influence in war-torn Western Europe. In 1947, Secretary of State George Marshall proposed an economic aid package to rebuild the war-torn economies of Europe. The Soviet Union refused this aid, seeing it as an attempt to weaken Soviet control over Eastern Europe, but the Marshall Plan, adopted by Congress in 1948, did foster prosperity in Western Europe that in turn stimulated the American economy. 
28.2.4 The Western Military Alliance: The third and final step in the first phase of the containment policy was the formation of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), a military alliance that included the United States, Canada, and most of Western Europe. The Senate approved the treaty in 1949, and, soon after, U.S. troops were stationed in Europe. NATO was an overreaction to the Soviet danger and simply intensified Russia’s fear of the Western powers. 
28.2.5 The Berlin Blockade: In June 1948, the Russians responded to containment by cutting off rail and road access to Berlin. Truman refused to withdraw the American troops stationed there and instead ordered an airlift to supply the city. After Truman’s unexpected reelection in 1948, the Russians retreated and ended their blockade in 1949. The crisis, which took the world to the edge of war, served to illustrate the division of Europe between the two superpowers. This division soon spread beyond the European scene. 

28.3 The Cold War Expands 

The United States and the Soviet Union began growing their military forces in the late 1940s and early 1950s, seeking to expand their influence in East Asia. 

28.3.1 The Military Dimension: The United States improved its military system after World War II. The 1947 National Security Act established the Department of Defense to unify the armed forces, the Central Intelligence Agency to coordinate intelligence-gathering activities, and the National Security Council to advise the president on security matters. The United States put most of its growing defense budget into building up the air force. After the Soviet Union developed an atomic bomb, the United States began work on a hydrogen bomb. The proposal in NSC-68 to increase defense spending represented the Truman administration’s determination to win the Cold War regardless of cost. 

28.3.2 The Cold War in Asia: In 1945 both the Soviet Union and the United States occupied large areas of Asia. The United States moved quickly to consolidate its hold over Japan and the Pacific Islands that were once ruled by Japan. China, however, lay between the American and Russian spheres of influence and was torn between pro-Western Chiang Kai-shek and Communist Mao Zedong. When Mao won and China entered the Soviet orbit, the Truman administration, attacked by Republicans for losing China, refused to recognize Communist China and began building up Japan to become America’s main ally in Asia. 

28.3.3 The Korean War: The Cold War erupted into military action in June 1950, when Communist forces from North Korea, with Russian approval and Chinese support, invaded South Korea, part of the American sphere of influence. Truman made the defense of South Korea a United Nations (UN) effort, but the brunt of the fighting was borne by Americans. When North Korean forces were routed, Truman decided to unify Korea by force, despite Chinese warnings. When China did enter the war, American troops were pushed back into South Korea, and the war became a stalemate. The most significant result of the war was massive American rearmament. America was now ready to stop Soviet expansion, anywhere in the world, by force of arms. 

28.4 The Cold War at Home

The Cold War made it difficult for Truman to continue New Deal reforms and led to fears of Communist subversion. The Republicans used these fears to revive their party. 

28.4.1 Truman’s Troubles: Truman had two weaknesses in office: he surrounded himself with old friends from Missouri and the Senate as his advisors while at the same time losing the support of effective public servants; the postwar mood did not support extending New Deal reforms. His increasing unpopularity allowed Republicans to win a majority of congressional seats in the 1946 elections. 

28.4.2 Truman Vindicated: Truman’s chance of being reelected in 1948 seemed dim. The Republican candidate, Thomas Dewey, took victory for granted while southern Democrats and northern liberals deserted Truman for third-party candidates. Nevertheless, the president was reelected by the old Roosevelt coalition, which still felt a sense of gratitude for New Deal programs and which resented such Republican policies as the Taft-Hartley Act, perceived as anti-union. The Republicans had not made foreign policy an issue in the election but now looked for ways to challenge Truman’s handling of the Cold War. 

28.4.3 The Loyalty Issue: Not for the first time in their history, the American people feared that the nation was being attacked from within. A few sensational spy cases and Truman’s own rhetoric about the Soviets gave some credence to irrational fears. The Truman administration itself tried to calm the public with a loyalty program. The loss of China to Communism and Russia’s development of a hydrogen bomb intensified the sense of danger. 
28.4.4 McCarthyism in Action: In 1950, Republican Senator Joseph McCarthy of Wisconsin exploited the fear of Communism within the government. Using the technique of the multiple untruth—by making so many accusations that the innocent never had an opportunity to respond—McCarthy frightened the Senate and even attacked the army, but his rough treatment of privileged bureaucrats attracted wide support, most especially from Republicans in the Midwest and Irish, Italian, and Polish workers. 
28.4.5 The Republicans in Power: The Republican Party won the presidency in 1952 by nominating Dwight Eisenhower, a popular candidate who promised to end the Korean War. Once elected, Eisenhower settled for a stalemate in Korea. Rather than face McCarthy head-on, Eisenhower waited for the American people to come to their senses. McCarthy finally overreached when he attacked military leaders during the televised Army–McCarthy hearings, repelling viewers with his crude bullying. However, the McCarthy era’s social effects included the rise of repression, conformity, and consensus.
28.5 Charting the Past: The Korean War 
How did the geopolitics of the Cold War transform a civil war in the Korean Peninsula into an international war? The Korean War developed from decisions made at the end of World War II over how to deal with former Japanese colonies. Fighting resulted in no real gains by the time an armistice was signed in 1953.
28.5.1 The Korean War: When World War II ended, the Korean peninsula was divided into two regions, with one region occupied by the forces of the Soviet Union and one region occupied by U.S. forces. The Korean War between North and South Korea escalated into a proxy war between the United States and its allies and the Soviet Union and its allies.
28.5.2 The Origins of the Korean War: During World War II, Japan had expanded its empire, but once the war was over Japan’s colonies were placed under the control of the Allied forces.
28.5.3 Warfare in Asia: Many nations were involved in the Korean War. U.S. forces experienced urban warfare on the Inchon Peninsula. The movement of U.S. forces toward the North Korean and Chinese border drew in divisions of the Chinese Red Army, leading to a retreat of UN forces.
28.5.4 Stalemate: As the war reached a stalemate, an armistice was signed that divided the Korean peninsula into North Korea and South Korea.
Conclusion: The Continuing Cold War 

Although Eisenhower calmed things on the domestic front, he feared the effect of permanent war on American society as the Cold War continued. In his farewell address he warned that a “military-industrial complex” was developing.
Key Terms

Introduction

· Potsdam Conference: The final wartime meeting of the leaders of the United States, Britain, and the Soviet Union was held at Potsdam, outside Berlin, in July 1945. Their failure to agree about the future of Europe led to the Cold War.

28.1

· Iron Curtain: Winston Churchill coined the phrase “Iron Curtain” to refer to the boundary in Europe that divided Soviet-dominated Eastern and Central Europe from Western Europe.

· Baruch Plan: In 1946, Bernard Baruch presented an American plan to control and eventually outlaw nuclear weapons. The plan called for UN control of nuclear weapons in three stages before the United States gave up its stockpile. Soviet insistence on immediate nuclear disarmament without inspection doomed the Baruch Plan and led to a nuclear arms race between the United States and the Soviet Union.


28.2

· containment: First proposed by George Kennan in 1947, containment became the basic strategy of the United States throughout the Cold War. Kennan argued that firm American resistance would eventually compel Moscow to adopt more peaceful policies.
· Truman Doctrine: In 1947, President Truman asked Congress for money to aid the Greek and Turkish governments that were then threatened by Communist rebels. Truman asserted that the United States was committed to support free people everywhere against Communist attack or rebellion.

· Marshall Plan: A massive aid program begun in 1947 to rebuild the war-torn economies of Western Europe. The plan was motivated by both humanitarian concerns and fear of Communism.

· North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO): In 1949, the United States, Canada, and ten European nations formed this military mutual-defense pact.

· Berlin airlift: In 1948, in response to a Soviet land blockade of Berlin, the United States carried out a massive effort to supply the 2 million Berlin citizens by air. The airlift forced the Soviets to end the blockade in 1949.

28.3

· National Security Act: Congress passed the National Security Act in 1947 in response to perceived threats from the Soviet Union after World War II. It established the Department of Defense and created the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and National Security Council.
· NSC-68: National Security Council planning paper No. 68 redefined America’s national defense policy. Adopted in 1950, it committed the United States to a massive military buildup to meet the challenge posed by the Soviet Union.

28.4

· Taft-Hartley Act: This 1947 antiunion legislation outlawed the closed shop and secondary boycotts. It also authorized the president to seek injunctions to prevent strikes that threatened national security.
· McCarthyism: A sensationalist campaign by Senator Joseph McCarthy against supposed Communists in government that began in 1950 and ended when the Senate censured him in 1954.
Shared Writing and Journal Prompts
28.1 The Cold War Begins 

How did the Cold War begin?

The Cold War began as the United States and the Soviet Union discovered that their postwar differences over Europe and the atomic bomb differed. The Soviet Union wanted to maintain control over a Soviet sphere of influence in Eastern Europe while the United States wanted national self-determination in Europe. While the Soviets wanted total disarmament of nuclear weapons, the United States proposed a plan that would allow for its own monopoly on atomic weapons.  
28.2 Containment 

What was containment, and why was it adopted?
Containment was the American policy of preventing Soviet power and influence from expanding. It was adopted to preserve American interests and established America’s role in world affairs for decades. Two programs became key in the pursuit of containment: The Truman Doctrine, which supported countries resisting Communism, and the Marshall Plan, which provided economic assistance in war-torn Europe to prevent Communism from taking hold.
Past and Present: America’s Purpose 

How has thinking about America’s role in the world changed since 1945?

During the Cold War, America’s role in the world was to counter Soviet military power and Communist influence in the world. Following the end of the Cold War, America took military action in several Middle East countries, but no coherent foreign policy was developed to replace the clarity of the Cold War foreign policy.
Shared Writing

Do you think the United States has a special purpose in the world?

Answers may vary, but here is one possible response: America continues in its role to protect other nations, especially its allies, around the world. Because the United States is very powerful, it has an obligation to support peoples around the world for humanitarian reasons as well as to continue to come to the aid of nations facing violence from outside sources.
28.3 The Cold War Expands 

How did the Cold War expand from Europe to Asia?

The United States and the Soviet Union took opposite sides in the Chinese civil war. Shortly after the Communist victory in China, Communist North Korea battled anti-Communist South Korea. The United States sided with South Korea. The Soviet Union and Communist China backed North Korea. The Korean War resulted in an armistice.
28.4 The Cold War at Home

How did the Cold War affect life in America?

Cold War tensions at home and abroad led to Eisenhower’s election in 1952, ending 
20 years of Democratic control of the White House. Domestically, the Cold War spawned fears of Communist subversion, led to a campaign to ensure loyalty, and fostered McCarthyism, an effort to find Communists in every corner of American life.
28.5 Charting the Past: The Korean War 
How did the geopolitics of the Cold War transform a civil war in the Korean Peninsula into an international war?
The Korean War, which began as a civil war between the pro-Western regime in South Korea and the Communist government in North Korea, quickly developed into a proxy war between the United States and its allies and the Soviet Union and its allies. As UN and Chinese forces entered the fray, the Korean War became an international war. 
Class Activities
1. Cold War Collage: Break the class into groups of three to four students each and give each group a large piece of paper or poster board. Instruct them to create a Cold War collage of relevant images from 1945 to 1960. For each chosen image, students should write a caption that includes basic information about the image, such as the who, what, where, and when. In addition, the caption must include the significance of the image to the Cold War. Display the collages around the room and give each student three sticky notes. Have students place sticky notes on the wall next to the collages they believe best represent the Cold War. They can vote for three different collages or they can place more than one sticky note on any of the collages. 
2. Cold War Graphic Organizer: As students read the chapter, have them fill in a two-column chart with relevant information about the causes and effects of the Cold War between 1945 and 1960. Then have students use the chart to write a two- to three-page analytical paper answering the prompt, “What were the causes and effects of the Cold War?”
3. Comparing Narratives: Assign students to read the two excerpts, one from the Inchon Landing and one from the Battle of Chosin Reservoir, from Charting the Past: The Korean War, which appears only in Revel. Students should analyze the two pieces, making note of any descriptive words and phrases about the two events. Then hold a class discussion in which students evaluate whether the two excerpts take a more positive view, a more negative view, or a neutral view of the Korean War. Ask students to reflect on why the Korean War is often called the “Forgotten War.”
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